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News Behind The Closed Walls



Burma under Military Junta

Under military dictatorial authoritarian rule
since 1962

No freedom, democracy and human rights

Opposition to rulers and policies not
allowed

Any outside pressure resisted

Plagued with political, ethnic, economic
and social problems for decades



Media in Burma

 Media entirely controlled by the government

» Prior censorship is imposed on all the media in a very strict sense. All private
magazine publishers are supposed to submit the content of their magazines to the
censorship office before publication.

« Foreign journalists rarely get visas into country (Japanese photo journalist, Keniji
Nagai was killed during September 2007 protests in Burma)

« Internet is severely restricted and censored - yahoo, hotmail, you tube along with
many independent news and political sites banned

« Less than 1% of population can use internet access, and most of them use in few —
strictly monitored - internet cafes in major cities such as Rangoon and Mandalay

 No freedom to organize, to gather, to protest, to mobilize, to form association, etc.



Repressive Laws
against
Media & Freedom

Printers and Publishers

Registration Act- Promulgated in 1962,
prohibits publications or materials that go against
the interests of the government. The penalties for
violations of this Act range from the banning of an
article to seven years in jail.

Computer Science Development
Law, 1996 and 2002- Limits freedom of

expression and especially in a context of Internet
technology development. Bans the operation of
unlicensed computer networks connected with
overseas networks. Offenders face 15 years in jail.

The Emergency Provisions Act,

1950- Allows 7 years jail sentences for anyone
who disturbs or tries to disturb the morality of the
society, or the stability of the State

TV and Video Law of 1985- Imposes

harsh limits on access of Burmese people to TV
and Video technologies. The law imposes the
requirement of an authorization to get access to a
TV set.

The Official Secrets Act - adopted 80

years ago by the British rulers, it is a very classic
law for protecting so-called Official or State Secrets.
It has been use against people who were
expressing themselves peacefully and without any
intention of harming the State.

1975 State Protection Law- lttargets

in suppressing opposition movements. Under this
law one can be given a 6-year prison sentence,
without any possibility of appeal.

Unlawful Associations Act- Imposes

harsh punishment for people involved in so-called
terrorist or illegal groups.



Emerging Independent Media

Window into the News-starved Nation

Many Independent media organizations based
outside the country emerged in last one decade
(Mizzima News Is one of them)

Private publications inside the country, though
restricted and limited under Junta’s

Satellite Broadcasting of radio/television
Internet and web-based publications

Networked communicators such as Citizen
journalists, bloggers, and freelance stringers



Means of Independent
Communications

Blogs

Websites

C-Box Forums

Mobile Phones

Satellite Phones

Proxy Servers

Secure Tunnels

Satellite phones, BEGAN

Using Encryption,
Steganography

Digital Cameras, Video
Cameras

CDs, Memory Sticks

Posters, Pamphlets,
Publications, Painting

Loop Holes in the System
(satellite dishes)

People to People



Mizzima News

Specialising In Burma Related News and Multimedia

Established in August
1998 by three
Burmese in Exile in
India

It started from a
humble beginnings:

A laptop without even a telephone

line but dream of establishing an
Internet-based news agency



Celebrating Ten Years Journey

Become a multi-media outlet with online, print and
video/photo and a window for the international
community to peer inside the news-starved country

Matured Into far-reaching and reliable sources of
news, information and analysis on Burma and
related issues

A forum for people interested in Burma

Become a strong team of more than 35 paid
employees including Burmese and foreign
journalists reporting from five countries: Burma,
India, Bangladesh, Thailand and China

Mizzima has Head Office in New Delhi and Kolkata
In India, News Bureau in Chiang Mai and Liaison
Office In Thailand. It has Units inside Burma.



Gathering and Dissemination of news and information on Burma
Strengthening information flows and access
Between inside and outside the country

— A daily email service both English and Burmese

— Maintaining constantly updated web pages hosting information in both English and Burmese
WWW.mizzima.com
WWWw.mizzimaburmese.com
Wwww.mizzima.tv
www.mizzimaphoto.com
CDs, Thumb Drives

— Publishing a Monthly Journal print (in Burmese and English)

— Media Alerts from inside Burma to SEAPA/IFEX

— Organizing journalism internships and IT training for Mizzima reporters/stringers
— Establishing network of Mizzima'’s Units and Communicators inside Burma

— Debates, Meetings, discussions, seminars and conferences on Burma and media



Mission Statement

We believe an independent and free press Is
vital to democracy and the media’s role in the
education of Burma’s peoples cannot be
underestimated. We are committed to the
struggle against censorship and we support
and stand in solidarity with Burmese
journalists who fight dally for this freedom.



Three Main Strategies

Developing An Independent Media for Burma
>>through Capacity and Skills Building

Strengthening Information Flows and Access in
Burma

>>through exchanges, meetings, establishing Units and
Innovative means

Developing Campaigning for free media in Burma

>>through networking and cooperation with other Burma media
organizations, regional and international media freedom support
organizations



Mizzima Network

Founding member of Burma News International (BNI), a
network of Burma’s independent media organizations.

Member of International Freedom of Expression
eXchange (IFEX).

Mizzima.tv is affiliated with www.asia247.tv

A working partner of SEAPA on media alert

Friends of Mizzima



Online Readership

Before September 2007 protests in Burma, hits on
Mizzima website was average 5,000 a day

The first highest hits number was 275, 713 on 28
September 2007 on a single day during the protests
in Burma.

The readers on websites gradually increased after
September 2007.

Our English site (www.mizzima.com) was down on
May 7 2007 due to high volume of hits to the site.
Before the site was down, we got about 5 millions
hits between 1 to 6 May. On 7 May, we got 2 million
hits for English site alone.

Our total hits for both Burmese and English sites
were 3 millions average per day.

More than 500 subscribed email addresses

In the website of American Embassy in Rangoon
(Burma), Mizzima is mentioned as one of two Press
Links on Burma http://burma.usembassy.qgov/.
Another one is BurmaNet News.




Print Readership

4,000 copies per month (one
Issue: 20 pages in Burmese
and 10 pages in English).

25 % of the print copies are
distributed for readers inside
Burma

Sent more than 3,000 emails
per month with pdf Mizzima
journal to email addresses
Inside and outside Burma

Distribute the journal in CD
and Thumb Drives formats
as well inside Burma



Coverage of Mizzima work by international
media

* Provided news and images (including video footages)
directly to international media including CNN, VOA, AFP,
AP, as well as other news agents and outlets in Europe
and North America .

« Gave Interviews on the current situation inside Burma to
several regional and international media agencies and
newspapers.

* In May 2008, there were at least 35 media coverage by
the international media (print, tv, radio, online) such as
CNN, New York Times, Relief Web, etc. on Mizzima and
Its work either by quoting Mizzima or by interviewing
Mizzima.



Financial Supporters in 2007-2008

National Endowment for Democracy, USA
International Media Support, Denmark

Open Society Institute - Burma Project, USA

Open Society Institute-Network Media Program, England
Free Voice, The Netherlands

SEAPA, Thailand

Burma Relief Center, Thailand

People in Need, Czech Republic

Euro-Burma Office, Belgium

Internews, Thailand

Guardian Foundation, U.K

IFEX and its network such as IFJ, CJFE, WAN, etc.



Financial Strength

YEAR NO. OF DONORS |BUDGET - US$
2003 4 30,651

2004 6 82,029

2005 7 117,391

2006 9 146,121

2007 10 318,314

2008 (so far) 8 (so far) 500,000 (targeted)




Reporting Burma from
Inside and Outside the Country

* The first Burmese media to report LIVE events during

the August/September 2007 peoples’ protests in Burma
using its existing websites.

« The first news agency that broke the detailed news
about the impact of the cyclone Nargis in Rangoon on
May 2-3, 2008 with its “Breaking News” section.

* In May 2007, the International Press Institute (IPl) has
honored Mizzima News as “Free Media Pioneer 2007".



Challenges and Risks Ahead

To increase the capacity of Mizzima staff and reporters to be in a
professional level (“mainstream international media standard”)

To be able to function without any harassment, intimidation,
pressure or measures such as closing down offices or arresting
Mizzima reporters in India and Thailand

To strengthen the working relations and cooperation between
Mizzima Offices outside the country and growing Units inside Burma

Mizzima'’s long term development as an independent media is
directly linked with the political developments in Burma (towards
democratization and national reconciliation)

Long-term financial stability and generating self-income



