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2 Impunity in the Philippines

By Joel Simon and Sheila Coronel, Commitbes to Srotect Journalists

At a recent conference on press freedorm and impunity held in banila,
attorney Mena Santos declared, "My heart bleeds for justice for a : .
friend and children of all the victims,” Media and Joumnalist Blogs
Freedom Watch | Center for
Responsibility

That friend was Marlene Garcia-Esperat, a crusading investigative
reporter from kindanao whose cold-blooded murder in March 20085

made her a press freedom martyr in the Philippines and around the
world, Attorney Santos achieved a breakthrough in the Philippines

when she helped convict the gunmean wha carried out the killing, She Aksyon Radvo Pangasinan
now has her sights set on the masterminds.

Adrian &ovalin

The Esperat case has been justly hailed a milestone in the fight aleuln Papa
against impunity. What is shocking, however, is that such convictions
are so rare, There are 24 other murders carried out since 2000 in the
Phitippines in which no one has been brought to justice.

Bandilla ng Palawan

Benjarmin Pimentel
















Asia Pacific Comparison

Total Adult Population & Regular Internet users

Regular Internet users*  mmm Adult population ** =@=Regular Internet users as % of adult population

1000000000 100%
100000000 | T 90%
T 80%
10000000 +
+ 70%
1000000 +
T 60%
100000 +
+ 50%
10000 +
+ 40%
1000 +
+ 30%
100 +
+ 20%
107 + 10%
1 1 i i i i i i i i i T - 0%
Taiwan  Australia New Korea  Singapore Hong Kong Malaysia Thailand China  Philippines Indonesia India
Zealand

Source: ACNielsen Consult International comparison
* Individuals aged 15 and over who access the Internet at least once a week — ACNielsen Consult research.
** Individuals aged 15 and over — US Census Bureau.
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